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[bookmark: _Toc443384951]Artist's Statement

An artist's statement (or artist statement) is an artist's written description of their work. The brief verbal representation is for, and in support of, his or her own work to give the viewer understanding. As such it aims to inform, connect with an art context, and present the basis for the work; it is therefore didactic, descriptive, or reflective in nature.
[bookmark: _Toc443384952]Description

The artist's text intends to explain, justify, extend, and/or contextualize his or her body of work. It places or attempts to place the work in relationship to art history and theory, the art world and the times. Further, the statement serves to show that the artist is conscious of their intentions, aware of their practice and its position within art parameters and of the discourse surrounding it.
[bookmark: _Toc443384953]Keep the Statement Simple

What I mean by this is that the artist statement should be written both clearly and concisely for a wide range of people who will read it. The artist is neither speaking down to someone who is uneducated with fine art, nor are they talking up to that person trying to impress them.  The best way to write the statement is to do this as if you were speaking to someone in person.  Basically, an artist statement is an introduction of their art, without the artist being there.
[bookmark: _Toc443384954]What Is an Artist’s Statement?

· A general introduction to your work, a body of work, or a specific project.
· It should open with the work’s basic ideas in an overview of two or three sentences or a short paragraph.
· The second paragraph should go into detail about how these issues or ideas are presented in the work.
· If writing a full-page statement, you can include some of the following points:
· Why you have created the work and its history.
· Your overall vision.
· What you expect from your audience and how they will react.
· How your current work relates to your previous work.
· Where your work fits in with current contemporary art.
· How your work fits in with the history of art practice.
· How your work fits into a group exhibition, or a series of projects you have done.
· Sources and inspiration for your images.
· Artists you have been influenced by or how your work relates to other artists’ work. Other influences.
· How this work fits into a series or longer body of work.
· How a certain technique is important to the work.
· Your philosophy of art making or of the work’s origin.
· The final paragraph should recapitulate the most important points in the statement.
[bookmark: _Toc443384955]What an Artist’s Statement is NOT

· Pomposity, writing a statement about your role in the world.
· Grandiose and empty expressions and clichés about your work and views.
· Technical and full of jargon.
· Long dissertations or explanations.
· Discourses on the materials and techniques you have employed.
· Poems or prosy writing.
· Folksy anecdotes about some important event in your life.
· Nothing about your childhood or family unless it is very relevant to your work.
· Not a brag fest or a press release.
[bookmark: _Toc443384956]The statement should tell “what”

Are your paintings abstract? Portraits? Do you take photos of landscapes? What is your imagery? When people describe what you make, what do they say? Describe the content of your works in a general way to flow from how you work to what you make.
[bookmark: _Toc443384957]The Statement Should Tell “Why”

The artist should explain why they create this kind of art.  This could be in the form of an explanation of the artist’s motivation, subject matter or maybe someone who inspired the artist to express their art.  In addition, the “why” could also discuss any artistic or personal influences?  Overall, the artist is telling the reader the personal reasons why they create their art.
What does your life say about your work and your work say about your life? What symbols do you use and why? Explain the influences behind the meanings of your works.
You don’t have to have the same amount of each type of information, but it is a good idea to have part of your statement devoted to each of these categories. However, if one category seems far more relevant to your work than the others, feel free to emphasize it in your statement. You can put as much or as little of each category as you like; if your works are about the medium then you can focus more on how you make your works, if it’s more about the why and your inspiration, focus on that. Balance your content in any way you need to.
[bookmark: _Toc443384958]The Statement Should Tell “How”

Explaining to the reader the “how” can be a short sentence or two about the artistic process or describing if there are any special techniques that were used in producing this art.  The artist should not get technical or provide a step by step guide on how to create their art.  If there are any unusual materials used, that can be mentioned too.
Many visitors are interested in knowing about your artistic process. Describe your works; what colors do you use, do you make large marks or small marks, or do you use blending so there are no visible marks at all? If you’re a photographer, what kind of tools are integral to your process?
[bookmark: _Toc443384959]What It Means To the Artist

Overall, this a personal statement of the meaning of the art for the artist.  This may be the most difficult thing for the artist to write about as it will reveal something personal about the artist.  It is very difficult to write about yourself, especially when you need to keep it short.  For this, think Twitter and try to write this with 140 characters.  It is tough to do but try to do it in at least 2 to 3 concise sentences, maximum.
[bookmark: _Toc443384960]Keep it Short

Remember that people’s attention spans are quite short and that if the artist statement is too long, too complicated or poorly written people will just not read it!  Avoid big, flowery and complicated words.  It just does not work.  You are not trying to impress anyone, you are trying to communicate to a very wide audience what your art is about.

[bookmark: _Toc443384961]Here Are Some Other Things to Consider and Incorporate Into an Artist Statement

· Avoid using I and me throughout the statement.
· Do not say “I want to…” or “I am trying to…”  Just say it and be precise.
· If you have multiple bodies or work, materials or techniques, have multiple artist statements for each.
· Do not “tell” the reader what they “must” see in your art.  That is what the artist sees and the viewer may see or interpret something else.
· This is not a biography.  Do not get that mixed in with the artist statement.
· If the artist is unsure about the end result of the statement, then the artist should have other people read it, comment on it or find someone that will help the artist.
· After it is completed, the artist should reread it and make sure that the sentence structure and spelling are perfect.
The artist should then put the statement away.  In a few days, they should look at it again and follow these steps all over again!  At that point, the artist will see how a phrase, sentence or a word can be changed in order to make the artist statement clearer and overall better.
Finally, if the artist is happy with the statement, then it is good to go.  If however, the artist is still not completely happy with the statement, put it away again and reread in order to fine tune and communicate the artist statement clearly.
[bookmark: _Toc443384962]Remember

The artist statement is speaking to the viewer in the artist’s absence.  Therefore, the artist statement should be short, concise and well written in a conversational language.
[bookmark: _Toc443384963]Know Your Audience

Remember, as an artist you are not only writing to an art gallery, but also to visitors, students, and potential buyers. You want all of these different groups to be able to understand what you’re saying about yourself and your art. You aren’t always going to be standing next to a patron to explain everything to them, so you have to make sure that your statement communicates all your ideas to any viewer.
[bookmark: _Toc443384964]Consider Your Influences

Think about the things that influence you, whether it's art, music, literature, history, politics or the environment. Think about how these influences have made an impression on you and how they manifest themselves in your work. Try to be as specific as possible.
[bookmark: _Toc443384965]Talk about Your Current Work

In the third section, provide some insight into your current work. How does it relate to your previous work? What life experiences informed it? What are you exploring, attempting or challenging through this work?
[bookmark: _Toc443384966]Keep It Short, Sweet, and To the Point

Your artist statement is an introduction to your work, not an in-depth analysis of it. Your artist’s statement should be one to two paragraphs and no longer than a page.
· Your statement should answer the most commonly asked questions about your art, not overwhelm readers with irrelevant facts and minute details.
· Brevity and efficiency of language are key. A good statement will leave your readers wanting more.
[bookmark: _Toc443384967]Use Simple Language

An effective artist's statement reaches out and welcomes people to your art, no matter how little or how much they know about art to begin with; it never excludes. It should make your work more accessible, not obscure it with convoluted language filled with artsy jargon.
· Write in simple, straightforward, everyday language.
· Make "I" statements rather than "you" statements. Talk about what your art does for you, not what it's supposed to do for the viewers.
[bookmark: _Toc443384968]Style

· Be honest.
· Try to capture your own speaking voice.
· Avoid repetition of phrases and words. Look for sentences that say the same thing you said before, but in a different way. Choose the better of the two.
· Vary sentence structure and length. The length of a sentence should relate to the complexity of the idea.
· Organization of detail is important. Significant ideas should be at the end of each sentence for emphasis.
[bookmark: _Toc443384969]Seek Feedback

Before you go public with your statement, get feedback. Show your art and statement to friends, friends' friends, and maybe even a stranger or two.
· Make sure your readers get it, that they understand what you want them to understand. When they don't, or you have to explain yourself, do a rewrite and eliminate the confusion.
· Keep in mind that you alone are the authority for what is true about your work, but feedback on clarity, tone and technical matters such as spelling and punctuation never hurts.
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